SOCIABILITIES                      69
idea of duty in connection with them is a bugbear
invented in the interests of those who are greedy
of society, and not in a position to contribute
any pleasure to a social gathering.
It Might be inferred from the above considera-
tions that I am an inveterately unsociable person ;
but such is not the case. I am extremely gre-
garious at the right time and place. I love to
spend a large part of the day alone ; I think
that a perfect day consists in a solitary break-
fast and a solitary morning ; a single companion
for luncheon and exercise ; again some solitary
hours ; but then I love to dine in company and,
if possible, to spend the rest of the evening with
two or three congenial persons. But more and
more, as life goes on, do I find the mixed
company tiresome, and the tite-a-tcte delightful.
The only amusement of society is the getting to
know what other people really think and feel:
what amuses them, what pleases them, what
shocks them; what they like and what they
loathe; what they tolerate and what they con-
demn. A dinner-party is agreeable, principally
because one is absolutely tied down to make the
best of two people. Very few English people
have the art of conversing unaffectedly and